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About Calla Lilies
Calla Lilies are native to South Africa. There are seven species which grow in colors of white, yellow, and
pink. Hybridizers have created the summer blooming colored callas, which are sometimes Mini Callas,
although they grow from 8 to 30 inches tall and the flower diameter can be from 1/2 to 3-1/2 inches. Callas
come in almost every color- except blue! Callas are grown in two different ways, and it's important to know
what kind of calla you have so you know how to care for it.
Outdoor Beds :
Find a location where the soil drains well. If there are still water puddles 5-6 hours after a hard rain, scout out
another site. Or amend the soil with the addition of organic material to raise the level 2"-3" to improve the
drainage. Peat moss, compost, ground bark or decomposed manure all work well and are widely available. Callas
thrive in average to moist soil but will not survive in soggy settings.
1. Site your callas where they'll receive full sun to bright filtered light.
2. Dig holes and plant the callas shallowly, so the tops of the tubers are exposed. Look for the sides of the tubers
that appears to have the most "eyes" or growing points, which look much like the eyes on a potato. Plant the
tubers with the eyes facing up.
3. After planting, water your callas generously to settle the soil around the tubers. Roots and sprouts will form
in a few weeks, depending on soil and air temperatures. (If temperatures are still cool in your area, wait until
they warm before planting. Or start your tubers indoors in a pot for earlier blooms. Callas sulk in cold soil.)
4. Water your callas enough to keep the soil slightly damp but never enough for it to be soggy.
5. When in bloom, feel free to cut calla lily flowers for bouquets. This will not hurt the plants and having graceful,
long lasting blooms to bring indoors is one of the best reasons to grow these beauties.
6. After blooming has finished for the season leave the foliage in place, don't cut it off. The leaves will gather
sunlight and provide nourishment for next year's show. Water as needed. Leaves may be removed when they
yellow. (In cold areas, to save your calla tubers for next year, dig them after the first frost. Let the tubers air
dry for several days. Then store in a cool location in paper bags or boxes filled with peat moss.)
7. Your callas will rest for a few months before beginning the next growing cycle

